
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
		

	
	

	

	
	
	

Foster	Parrots,	Ltd.	&	
The	New	England	Exotic	
Wildlife	Sanctuary	

	
	

2016	
Annual	Report	

Foster	Parrots,	Ltd.	&	
The	New	England	Exotic	Wildlife	Sanctuary	

87	Woodville	Alton	Rd.	Hope	Valley,	RI	02832	
Mailing:		PO	Box	34		Hope	Valley,	RI	02832	

(781)	878-3733	



	
	

Foster	Parrots,	Ltd.	
Sanctuary,	Adoption,	Education,	Conservation	

 

 
 

Foster	Parrots,	Ltd.	is	dedicated	to	the	rescue	and	protection	of	unwanted	and	abused	companion	
parrots	and	other	displaced	exotics.	We	offer	life-long	care	to	unadoptable	parrots	and	other	
animals	at	our	permanent	care	facility,	The	New	England	Exotic	Wildlife	Sanctuary,	and	provide	
adoption	services	for	well-socialized	parrots	who	desire	human	companionship.	Our	educational	
programs	seek	to	connect	children	and	adults	alike	to	animal	and	environmental	issues	and	to	
inspire	a	sense	of	personal	responsibility	and	accountability	toward	the	care	of	our	earth	and	our	
animals.	
	
Foster	Parrots	logs	between	600	-	800	requests	for	the	surrender	of	parrots	annually	and	this	is	
typical	of	rescue	organizations	across	the	country	as	we	struggle	collectively	to	catch	the	fall-out	
from	the	commercial	trade	in	parrots.		Many	of	these	birds	carry	the	psychological	scars	and	
resulting	behavioral	issues	typical	of	wild	animals	raised	as	“pets”.		Even	under	the	best	of	
circumstances	it	is	difficult	to	locate	adoptive	homes	capable	of	meeting	the	needs	of	an	animal	as	
intelligent	and	socially	needy	as	a	parrot.		Complicate	that	relationship	with	issues	of	aggression,	
psychological	manifestations	of	stress	like	feather	plucking	or	self-mutilation,	and	vocal	
expressions	that	can	literally	damage	human	eardrums…		Clearly,	we	are	faced	with	a	challenging	
proposition	as	we	search	for	answers	to	an	ever-expanding	unwanted	parrot	problem.			
	
Of	course,	not	all	parrots	are	gravely	impacted	by	their	captive	experience.		Many	parrots	are	well	
adjusted,	clever,	and	intrinsically	beautiful	animals	whose	natural	behaviors	are	merely	
incompatible	with	human	lifestyles	–	or	who,	by	virtue	of	their	long-life	spans,	have	simply	outlived	
their	guardian’s	ability	to	continue	to	provide	care.			Regardless	of	their	psychological	dispositions,	
there	is	one	thing	that	all	captive	parrots	share:		the	likelihood	that	they	will,	at	some	time	in	their	
lives,	become	homeless	or	“unwanted”.	
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The	New	England	Exotic	Wildlife	Sanctuary	

$408,702.57	
	
	
Located	in	Hope	Valley,	Rhode	Island,	The	New	England	Exotic	Wildlife	Sanctuary	sits	on	23	acres	of	
field,	forest	and	wetland,	encompassing	the	site	of	what	was	once	known	throughout	the	region	as	
“Chickadee	Farms”,	a	chicken	egg	and	meat	factory	farm.	Once	a	place	of	unspeakable	suffering	for	
millions	of	birds,	it	is	now	a	place	of	peace,	safety	and	beauty	for	over	400	parrots	and	other	
displaced	exotic	animals.	
	
Our	sanctuary	facility	spans	approximately	25,000	square	feet	and	offers	high	quality	
accommodations	for	our	resident	birds	and	animals	in	over	40	large,	interior	aviaries	and	open	
concept	spaces.	Currently,	25	of	these	aviaries	provide	access	to	corresponding	outdoor	aviaries.	As	
construction	on	the	facility	continues,	soon	all	of	our	resident	parrots	will	have	their	day	in	the	sun.	
	
Now	entering	our	10th	year	at	this	location,	the	NEEWS	property	is	under	development	as	a	nature	
preserve	and	regional	center	for	humane	education	and	animal	care	services.	
	
Foster	Parrots,	Ltd./NEEWS	is	a	501	(c)(3)	non-profit	organization.	We	are	accredited	by	the	
Global	Federation	of	Animal	Sanctuaries.	
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Sanctuary	Activity	2016	

 

Current	Population	 	 	 	 	 2016	Activity	
	 	 	 	 	

• Parrots	-	391	 	 	 	
• Turtles	-	12	
• Tortoises	-	8	
• Rabbits	-	2	
• Iguana	-	1	
• Patagonian	Mara	-	1	
• Hedgehog	-	1	

	
	
		Sanctuary	Financial	Highlights	
	
	
	

		Sanctuary	Employee	Wages	-	$111,455	
		Fresh	Produce,	Nuts,	Pellets	&	Specialty	Diets	-	$47,223	
		Utilities	(Heat,	Electricity,	Security,	Waste)	-	$31,293	
		Animal/Avian	Care	Supplies	-	$7,187	
		Insurance	-	$15,803	
		Veterinary	Expense	(out	of	pocket)	-	$10,224	
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• Total	Intakes	-	51	
• Adoptions	-	28	
• NEPPCO	Adoption	Referrals	-	23	
• Returns	-	6	
• Total	Requests	-	682	



	
Capital	Development	2016	
$172,889	

	Physical	improvements	and	renovations	at	the	
NEEWS	were	extensive	in	2016.	A	substantial	Capital	
Grant	from	the	DJ&T	Foundation	funded	the	
installation	of	a	whole	house	fire	alarm	system	and	
the	construction	of	2	worker’s	cabins,	providing	on-
site	accommodations	for	our	Sanctuary	Director	and	
Sanctuary	Manager.	Both	of	these	initiatives	serve	to	
increase	security	and	safety	at	the	facility.		
	
A	great	deal	of	emphasis	was	focused	on	improving	
quality	of	life	for	sanctuary	residents	over	the	2016	
year,	including	renovations	on	our	turtle	pond,	which	

created	an	aquatic	oasis	at	our	facility,	construction	of	a	new	conure	aviary,	a	new	poicephalus	
aviary	and	a	large,	new	parakeet/cockatiel	aviary.		Large,	new	windows	were	added	throughout	the	
sanctuary	for	increased	light	and	fresh	air.	One	of	our	most	ambitious	projects	in	2016	was	to	vastly	
improve	quality	of	life	for	our	viral	population	in	what	we	refer	to	as	“The	Big	Q”,	a	section	of	the	
facility	that	safely	segregates	these	special	birds	from	our	general	population	while	offering	the	
same	kind	of	quality	accommodations	enjoyed	by	all	of	our	sanctuary	residents.	
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Humane	Education	
$10,199	

	

	
We	live	in	a	world	in	which	climate	change	imminently	threatens	the	survival	of	animal	species	
from	polar	bears	to	tree	frogs,	and	will	ultimately	have	a	devastating	impact	on	all	life	on	the	planet.		
The	lungs	of	the	earth,	our	rainforests,	are	being	lost	at	a	rate	of	150	acres	per	minute.		Oil	drilling	
and	mining	for	metals,	minerals	and	coal	destroy	sensitive	eco-systems	and	spill	chemical	toxins	
into	our	rivers	and	oceans,	into	our	air	and	into	our	food	supply.		Animals	are	tortured	mercilessly	–	
and	needlessly	-	in	factory	farms,	in	laboratories	and	in	commercial	pet	mills.		As	a	global	society,	
our	values	are	overwhelmingly	self-serving	–	and	self-destructive.	
	

Foster	Parrots’	Humane	Education	programs	
seek	to	connect	children	and	adults	
empathetically	to	the	lives	of	birds	and	
animals	everywhere,	and	to	environmental	
issues	that	threaten	the	future	for	all	life	on	
earth.	We	are	a	regional	resource	for	grades	
K	-	12	and	other	community	groups	including	
bird	clubs,	boy	and	girl	scout	groups,	after	
school	programs	and	summer	camp	groups.	
We	offer	classroom	presentations	as	well	as	
on-site	group	tours	and	field-trips,	and	are	
able	to	customize	content	to	meet	a	variety	of	
curriculum	topics.	At	the	University	and	
College	level	we	work	regularly	with	Tufts	
University	School	of	Veterinary	Medicine,	

Boston	University,	Brown	University,	the	University	of	Rhode	Island,	Providence	College,	and	the	
Rhode	Island	School	of	Design.	Students	from	these	Universities	and	others	around	the	country	are	
able	to	earn	college	credit	through	internships	at	our	facility.	We	also	work	extensively	with	other	
regional	animal	welfare	organizations	for	a	variety	of	educational	community	collaborations.	
Conducting	an	average	of	200	off-site	and	on-site	tours	and	programs	each	year,	we	put	forth	our	
philosophical	view	that	all	animals	with	whom	we	share	this	planet	are	intrinsically	valuable,	
sovereign	beings,	and	that,	as	a	dominant	species,	humans	are	responsible	for	the	protection	of	
animals	and	the	environment	world-wide.	
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THE PLIGHT
of the

CAPTIVE PARROT

How Can You Help?
The New England Exotic Wildlife Sanctuary (Foster Parrots) receives over 600 requests annually for
the surrender of unwanted parrots. This is the experience of sanctuaries and rescue organizations
across the country, yet the trade in parrots continues. How can you help?

Support your local parrot rescue organization!
Adopt! Don't buy, don't breed.
Volunteer your time and talent for the birds.
Educate! Get the facts, share the facts.

FOSTER PARROTS.COM



Introducing	“Feral	Arts”	-	A	Unique	New	
Foster	Parrots	Program	
	
We	are	pleased	to	announce	the	launch	of	Feral	Arts,	a	
higher	education	art	program	created	and	directed	by	
renowned	urban	artist,	Travis	Moonschein,	who	has	
transformed	a	previously	unoccupied,	3,500	sq.	ft.	garage	
on	site	at	the	NEEWS	into	an	active	arts	incubator	and	
fully	functional	woodworking,	welding	and	painting	
studio.	As	the	Feral	Arts	program	continues	to	develop	
over	the	2017	year	we	will	host	workshops	and	volunteer	
opportunities	for	the	greater	community,	inspiring	artistic	
expression	that	connects	art,	animals	and	the	natural	
environment.	A	Junior	Arts	program	is	under	
development	for	creative	young	artists!	

	
________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Adoption	Program		
$10,000	

	
	

	
	

In	2016	Foster	Parrots	received	a	generous	grant	from	the	Ahimsa	Foundation	that	enabled	us	to	
formally	establish	the	long-awaited	NEEWS	on-site	Adoption	Center.	This	new	center	will	facilitate	
a	dramatic	increase	in	adoption	activity	at	the	NEEWS,	and	in	our	ability	to	help	more	birds.	We	
anticipate	our	adoption	numbers	to	more	than	triple	over	the	upcoming	year	as	a	direct	result	of	
the	NEEWS	Adoption	Center.	
	

Foster	Parrots	continues	to	work	with	the	Northeast	Parrot	Placement	Cooperative	(NEPPCO).	
Founded	by	Foster	Parrots	in	2014,	NEPPCO	is	a	regional	network	of	parrot	rescue	organizations,	
humane	shelters,	veterinarians	and	bird	clubs	working	together	to	broaden	the	landscape	for	
parrot	adoptions	throughout	New	England	and	New	York.		
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Conservation	
	
	

Hatched	To	Fly	Free:	Macaw	Conservation	-	Osa	Peninsula,	Costa	Rica	
A	Foster	Parrots,	Ltd.	Conservation	Partnership	

$28,420	
	

Hatched	To	Fly	Free:	Macaw	Conservation	is	a	"Conservation	with	Heart"	initiative	dedicated	to	
the	rescue	and	protection	of	Costa	Rica's	avifauna	species	and	to	the	repopulation	of	her	embattled	
macaws.		Through	breeding	and	release	methods	that	embrace	each	bird	as	an	intrinsically	
valuable,	vital	individual,	we	work	to	increase	numbers	and	expand	last	strongholds	of	scarlet	and	
great	green	macaws	in	all	of	Central	America.		Our	rescue	and	rehabilitation	efforts	return	injured,	
captured	or	confiscated	parrots	to	the	wild,	and	our	sanctuary	offers	permanent	refuge	to	those	
who	cannot	be	released.		Our	educational	initiatives	work	to	connect	children	and	adults	alike	to	
Costa	Rica's	wildlife	and	to	inspire	widespread	participation	in	wildlife	protection	efforts.	

 
Rescue, Rehabilitation, Release 2016 
 

Still	a	young	project	in	its	beginning	stages	of	development,	HTFF	
enjoyed	a	series	of	successes	starting	early	in	the	year	when,	thanks	
to	a	generous	grant	from	the	Vincent	J.	Coates	Foundation	and	
several	private	investors,	construction	commenced	on	the	primary	
medical	building	and	nursery.	The	facility	offers	a	full	kitchen,	
nursery,	small	pre-release	aviary	and	upper	floor	holding	quarters.		
	
HTFF’s	primary	activity	in	2016	was	focused	on	the	rehabilitation	
and	release	of	rescued	nestlings	from	fallen	nests,	injured	birds	and	
illegally	poached/confiscated	birds.	In	2016	HTFF	received	a	total	
of	22	parrots	and	successfully	released	17	of	these	as	follows:	
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Species    Received Released 
Red Lored Amazons        7       6 
(Amazona autumnalis) 
 

Pionus          1       1 
(Pionus senilis) 
 

Crimson Fronted Conures       2       2 
(Aratinga finschi) 
 

Orange Chinned Parakeets       8       8 
(Brotogeris jugularis) 
 

Mealy Amazons        1 
(Amazona farinosa) 
 

Scarlet Macaws         3 
(Ara macao) 
 
	



One	Earth	Conservation	-	Central	and	South	America	
A	Foster	Parrots	Conservation	Partner	

$26,835	
	

“One	Earth	Conservation	rises	to	the	challenge	of	working	in	Central	America	by	supporting	and	nurturing	
individuals	through	inner	work,	and	also	by	directly	leading	outer	work	towards	nature	and	other	beings.	
We	inspire,	motivate,	educate,	and	support	people	there	to	take	care	of	themselves,	their	organizations,	
wild	parrots,	and	the	biological	community	by	developing	their	awareness	and	understanding	of	nature,	
especially	human	nature	as	it	relates	to	all	of	nature.”	
	

	 	
	
Partnering	with	NGOs	and	villages	from	Belize	to	Nicaragua,	One	Earth	Conservation	is	working	
throughout	Central	America	to	gather	information	about	the	status	of	embattled	parrot	species	
including	the	scarlet	macaw,	yellow-naped	Amazons	and	yellow-headed	Amazons,	and	to	initiate	
village	based	protection	efforts	that	are	saving	Central	America’s	flagship	psittacine	species.	In	La	
Moskita,	Honduras	where	nest	poaching	of	scarlet	macaws	was	happening	at	a	rate	of	100%	in	
previous	years,	in	2016	One	Earth	and	the	people	of	La	Moskita	prevailed,	and	not	a	single	baby	
macaw	was	claimed	by	the	illegal	trade.	Population	studies	and	nest	monitoring	efforts	in	
Nicaragua	and	Guatemala	are	defining	the	future	and	bringing	hope	to	endangered	yellow-naped	
parrots.		
	
Late	in	2017	One	Earth	and	Foster	Parrots	will	be	joining	together	to	return	to	Guyana	in	order	to	
survey	the	status	of	Guyana’s	parrot	species	-	particularly	the	highly	endangered	sun	conure	-	and	
begin	to	initiate	village	participation	in	protection	efforts	there.	Guyana	is	one	of	only	two	South	
American	countries	that	still	permits	legal	trapping	and	exportation	of	wildlife.		
	
Serving	as	the	fiscal	sponsor	for	One	Earth,	Foster	Parrots	helped	to	raise	and	processed	close	to	
$27,000	in	grants	and	donations	for	One	Earth	in	2016.	One	Earth	expects	to	achieve	its	own	non-
profit	status	is	2017.	
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2016	Financial	Highlights	
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Our	Generous	Supporters	
	

Every	donation	made	to	Foster	Parrots,	no	matter	how	big	or	small,	is	vital	to	the	continuation	of	the	organization	and	to	
the	care	of	uncountable	parrots	inside	our	walls,	across	the	country	and	internationally.	The	most	modest	of	donations	are	
valued	as	dearly	as	the	largest,	and	we	bear	great	responsibility	in	ensuring	that	every	penny	is	spent	wisely	and	has	the	
intended	impact	on	the	lives	of	the	birds	and	animals	we	serve.	Our	supporters	are	all	a	part	of	The	Foster	Parrots	Family.		
Here	is	only	a	partial	presentation	of	our	contributors.		To	these	people,	and	to	everyone	who	supports	our	work,	we	can	
never	thank	you	enough	for	caring	about	the	birds.	

	
$500	-	$999	
	
Ashland	Creek	Press	Foundation	
Wayne	Barron	&	Megan	Brook	
Scot	&	Sheryl	Berg	
Jeannine	Bestine	
Steven	Champa	
Joni	Closson	
Lance	&	Kelly	Connolly	
The	Connecticut	Parrot	Society	
Philip	&	Talitha	Cunio	
Vivian	Diaco	
Betty	Emerson	
Mike	Emma	
Alison	Evans	
Suzanne	Freeman	
Patricia	Grenier	
Natalie	Grigg	
Mary	Hibbs	
Amy	Hopkins	
Ned	Hurle	
Richard	Kiley	
Lagunitas	Brewing	Co	
Jon	and	Deb	Madsen	
Patric	Martin	
Peggy	McLeod	
David	Morimoto	
Judith	Nadelson	
Lorraine	Nicotera	
Northeast	Beverage,	Inc	
Adam	Olszewski	&	Peter	Green	
Carrie	Pantazelos	
Steven	Perlman	
Rebecca	Phillips	
Melanie	Pien	
Pleasant	Acres	
Catherine	Reuben	
Tara	Richards	
Rippy’s	Market	
Sandra	Roerig	
Mou	Shome	
Jay	Tischendorf	
Roland	Vieta	
John	&	Margaret	Yunker	
Isabella	Zagare	

$1,000	-	$4,999	
	
Cornell	Bialicki	
Paul	&	Resina	Brennan	
Mary	Ellen	Brown	
Donna	Burrell	&	Jane	Eggerstedt	
Carris	Reels,	Inc.	
The	Chouinard	Family	
Michelle	Christensen	
Cheryl	Ciampa	
Kevin	Clark	
Marilyn	Comb	
Craig	Cowles	&	Irene	Sinteff	
Sanjay	Das	
Yena	Do	
Rita	Eisman	
Katherine	Graef	
Charles	Hagedorn	
Dr.	James	&	Stephen	Coady-Hahn	
Juana	Ham	
Paula	Hooper	
Liz	&	Mike	Ickes	
Alison	Ishimaru	
Island	Foundation	
Jo	Kurth	Jagoda	
Lisa	Johnson	
Mike	Kanarek	
Jackie	Lyons	
Bob	&	Elva	Mathiesen	
Will	Mays	&	Marjorie	Drew	
William	McKee	
Kimbirly	Moriarty	
Barbara	&	Phil	Moscato	
Popsi	Narasimhan	
The	Norr	Fund	
Ocean	State	Vet	Specialists,	Inc	
Nancy	Oriol	
Papergraphics	International	
Alan	Pare	
Theresa	Smith	
Ed	&	Ann	Snape	
Judith	Taylor	
Richard	&	Diana	White	
Anne	Williamson	

$5,000	-	$9,999	
	
Tracy	Grinnell	
Jon	&	Andrea	Gruber	
Ed	and	Sharon	Malley	
Martha	Morse	Foundation	
Carol	Parks	
	
$10,000	-	$29,999	
	
Ahimsa	Foundation	
Linda	Comb	
Ed	&	Marcia	Krempasanka	
Persus	Levy	
Rhode	Island	Foundation	
Anne	Schroeder	
Dr.	Hank	Wietsma	
M.S.	Worthington	Foundation	
	
$30,000	-	$50,000	
	
The	Vincent	Coates	Foundation	
The	Pat	Palmer	Foundation	
The	Tilke	Family	
	
$100,000	-	$300,000	
	
DJ&T	Foundation	
Susan	&	Richard	Sheridan	
	



The	Foster	Parrots	Family	
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													Hank	Wietsma,	DVM,					 							Monica	Armstrong	 	 							Stephanie	Young									 																		Rick	VanTuyl	
																	MS,	ABVP-	Avian		 																									Sanctuary	Manager	 																				Personal	Coordinator																							Enrichment	&	Maint.	

	

										Patrick	Schofield	 	 			Joanne	Colsen	 	 											Jim	Dushkewich	 												Dorian	DeSimone	
		Enrichment	Specialist/Artist												Avian	Care	Specialist	 							Avian	Care	Specialist	 															Graphic	Artist	

	Danika	Oriol-Morway	 											Karen	Windsor	 	 						Marc	Johnson	
			Sanctuary	Director	 										Executive	Director	 	 						Founder	/	CEO	

														Sean	Maze	 													Travis	Moonschein	 	 			Barbara	Moscato																						Brian	Jones	
								Construction/Artist	 														Feral	Arts	Director	 																Gardener	&	Landscape													Photographer	



 

	

	

Contact:	
	

Office	(781)	878-3733	
Info@fosterparrots.com	

	
	
			Danika	Oriol-Morway	 	 								Karen	Windsor	 	 	 			Marc	Johnson	
					Sanctuary	Director	 	 	 					Executive	Director					 				 Founder	/	CEO	
Danika@fosterparrots.com	 	 Karen@fosterparrots.com	 							Marc@fosterparrots.com	
								(617)	549-9954	 	 	 								(508)	577-0180	 	 	 			(508)	577-0111	
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Our	Volunteers	are	the	heart	and	soul	of	the	organization.	They	are	tireless	in	their	
devotion	and	commitment	to	the	birds	and	animals	at	our	sanctuary.	

Without	them,	none	of	this	would	be	possible.	
	
	 Amy	Abajian	 	
Gary	Biela	
Patti	Biela	
Matt	Borys	 	
Alyssa	Christian	
Jess	Cotter	 	
Bill	Cram	
Wendy	Davis	
Dorian	DeSimone	
Jackie	Devoe	
Marjorie	Drew	 	
Mike	Emma	
Ryan	Fairfield	
Angel	Ferria	
	

Ashley	Frye	
Jennifer	Gagnon	
Maia	Grandy	
Frances	Hester	
Brian	Jones	
Jody	Josephson	
Bradley	Kay	
Michaela	Kennedy	
Gina	Kornblith	
Bob	LeBoeuf	
Beverly	Lewis	
Leslie	MacDougall	
Corey	Martin	
Donna	McAdams	
	

Roselinda	Moniz	
Adam	Moreno	
Barbara	Moscato	
Michele	Nash	
Tracy	Newell	
Ashley	Nutini	
Emily	Pepin	
Valerie	Perkins	
Zofia	Pisulski	
Alexia	Riehl	
Pam	Roberts	
Rita	Rooney	
Paige	Sabatke	
Suely	Santos	
	

Kevin	Saunders	
Richard	Schoer	
Eli	Schwartz	
Chris	Sheehan	
Susan	Sewell	
Liz	Trupin	
Christine	Valcourt	
Mike	Whelan	
Della	Whiteneck	
Carol	Wills	
Sylvia	Windhurst	
Sarah	Young	
	

	
Foster	Parrots,	Ltd.	
Board	of	Directors	

	
			Marc	Johnson	 														Hank	Wietsma,	DVM,ABVP-Avian	 										Susan	Sheridan	
		Founder	/	CEO	 	 				Lead	Sanctuary	Veterinarian	 													Psychologist	
	
			Dr.	James	Hahn	 	 Gary	Block,	DVM,	MS,	DACVIM	 															Roy	Dubs	
					Optometrist		 	 	 					Veterinarian	 	 							Business	Consultant	
	
			Stephanie	Young	 	 	 				Joseph	Correia	 	 	 Andrea	Gruber	
		Personnel	Director	 	 	 Media	&	Marketing	 	 	 			Consultant	
	
		Lucy	Spelman,	DVM	 	 													Danika	Oriol-Morway	
								Veterinarian	 	 	 	Sanctuary	Director	
	
	


